	Greatest Generation:

A History of World War II
Teacher: Ms. K. Edwards
E-mail: EdwardsK@pearlriver.org

Office phone: (845) 620-3834

Extra Help: At your convenience
	



WARNING! THIS IS NOT “JUST AN ELECTIVE.”
Course Description & Introduction


Greatest Generation: A History of World War II is a history class in the social studies open to 10th, 11th & 12th graders. This field of study goes beyond looking at the war as an historical turning point in the modern world.  World War II involved the largest armed forces, the longest battle lines, and the most destructive weapons of any war. It inflicted more suffering, more destruction, and more deaths than any other war in human history. This event had the most far-reaching consequences, for the largest number of people, across the broadest areas of the Earth. Knowledge of World War II and other global turning points in history advances one’s understanding of how our modern-day society developed. This knowledge, of course, is the necessary foundation for effective thought and action by students about the important political events and public issues of their lives.


The purpose of this course is to provide Pearl River High School students with a solid grounding in the history on the subject of World War II.  At the end of the course, students will have a strong grasp on the causes, effects and significances of World War II including: a) national leaders that guided their nations through the War, b) significant battles, c) weapons used, d) the human injustices that took place during the Nazi Holocaust and the Japanese abominations in China, e) what life was like on the frontline of battle and on the homefront, and f) the aftermath of war.  

Requirements

· Attend class 

· Be on time (every 3rd lateness will result in a Referral)

· Take this course seriously 

· Positively contribute to class discussions

· Prepare for and take the quizzes, tests, projects & activities in the class seriously 

· Do not plagiarize: do not copy homework from another student, do not cut and paste from the internet and pass that work off as your own, and do not look at another student’s test or quiz to aid you and possibly improve your score. Doing so will result in a 0 on the assignment.

Course Readings

There is no one specific course text in this course.  I will supply you with readings throughout the semester.  We will also utilize the internet to add to our knowledge .  You will also be responsible for keeping up with the readings as they are essential to class participation.  
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Course Outline

I. Origins & Causes of the War, 1919-1939

a. World War I and Uneasy Peace: How World War II Happened

b. The Rise of Dictators: 1933-1939

II. Starting the War: The Axis Invades & Conquers, 1939-1942

a. Invading Eastern Europe: Hitler’s Power Grows, 1939

b. Blitzkrieg in Europe: World War II Begins, 1939-1941

c. Hitler vs. Stalin

d. America on the Sidelines: 1933-1941

e. Collision with Japan in Asia & Oceania: 1937-1941

III. Behind Enemy Lines: Nations at War

a. Maintaining Resources: The Axis

b. Working Together: The Allies

c. Hitler’s War Against the Jews of Europe

IV. Planning and Launching the Allies Counterattack, 1942-1944

a. Politics of Compromise, 1942

b. Taking North Africa, Sicily and the Italian Peninsula

c. Three Strikes Against Germany: In Russia, at Home, and in the Atlantic

d. Three Strikes Against Japan: Guadalcanal, New Guinea & Midway

e. Planning the Rest of the War, 1943

f. The Italian Campaign

g. Soviet Victories

h. Liberating Europe: D-Day & Beyond

i. Imperial Japan Declines

V. Starting Over: The War’s Aftereffects, 1945 & Beyond

a. Ending the War: The Final Offensive

b. The Japanese Defeat

c. The Uneasy Peace: Beginning the Cold War
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To: 
Parents/Guardians of Students taking Greatest Generation: A History of World War II

From:
Ms. Edwards
Re: 
Related Films

Greatest Generation: A History of World War II is a history class in the social studies open to 10th, 11th & 12th graders. This field of study goes beyond looking at the war as an historical turning point in the modern world.  World War II involved the largest armed forces, the longest battle lines, and the most destructive weapons of any war. It inflicted more suffering, more destruction, and more deaths than any other war in human history. This event had the most far-reaching consequences, for the largest number of people, across the broadest areas of the Earth. Knowledge of World War II and other global turning points in history advances one’s understanding of how our modern-day society developed. This knowledge, of course, is the necessary foundation for effective thought and action by students about the important political events and public issues of their lives.


The purpose of this course is to provide Pearl River High School students with a solid grounding in the history on the subject of World War II.  At the end of the course, students will have a strong grasp of the causes, effects and significances of World War II including: a) national leaders that guided their nations through the War, b) significant battles, c) weapons used, d) the human injustices that took place during the Nazi Holocaust and the Japanese abominations in China, e) what life was like on the frontline of battle and on the homefront, and f) the aftermath of war.  


Some of the documentaries and films explore genocide, war, life on the homefront and violence and can certainly be uncomfortable to view at times, even with the proper guidance and placed in the proper context. Some films additionally carry an R rating from the Motion Picture Association of America for violence, harsh language or vivid depictions of warfare. This is the reason why I am writing to you. Out of respect to your family, your familial morals and beliefs, I will not show your child the films without your written consent. If you do not give your written consent, I will offer your child an alternative reading assignment or research assignment that can be completed independently in the library or computer lab.


Please review the list of films and the brief synopsis of each on the reverse side of this letter. If you’d like a more extensive synopsis, please visit the Internet Movie Database at www.imdb.com for further details. Please complete the form at the bottom and return it to me in the high school. As always, I encourage you to call or e-mail with any questions, comments, or concerns. My office phone number and school e-mail address are listed below. I thank you in advance for your consideration and response in this matter.

Sincerely,

Ms. Kimberly Edwards
Social Studies Teacher

Pearl River High School

(845) 620-3834

EdwardsK@pearlriver.org

Documentaries and Films associated with Greatest Generation

1. Hitler: The Rise of Evil: The movie describes the life of Adolf Hitler from childhood to manhood, and how he became so powerful. It describes his poor childhood in Austria, how the first world war shaped his views, and how he became the strongest man in Germany. The movie shows how Hitler went from a poor, beaten child to the leader Nazi Germany.
2. The Pianist: A brilliant pianist, a Polish Jew, witnesses the restrictions Nazis place on Jews in the Polish capital, from restricted access to the building of the Warsaw ghetto. As his family is rounded up to be shipped off to the Nazi labor camps, he escapes deportation and eludes capture by living in the ruins of Warsaw.
3. Scenes from Band of Brothers: The story of Easy Company of the US Army 101st Airborne division and their mission in WWII Europe from Operation Overlord through V-J Day. 
4. Scenes from The Pacific: 10-part mini-series from the creators of "Band of Brothers" telling the intertwined stories of three Marines during America's battle with the Japanese in the Pacific during World War II.

5. Why We Fight: a series of seven propaganda films, many directed by Frank Capra, commissioned by the United States government during World War II to demonstrate to American soldiers the reason for U.S. involvement in the war. Later on they were also shown to the general U.S. public to persuade them to support American involvement in the war.

6. The Japanese invasion from Pearl Harbor: This film gives us a vivid depiction of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawai’i on the morning of December 7th, 1941.
7. The beach landing from Saving Private Ryan: Opening with the Allied invasion of Normandy on 6 June 1944, members of the 2nd Ranger Battalion fight ashore to secure a beachhead. 

8. Letters From Iwo Jima: The island of Iwo Jima stands between the American military force and the home islands of Japan, therefore the Imperial Japanese Army is desperate to prevent it from falling into American hands and providing a launching point for an invasion of Japan. Japanese soldiers are given command of the forces on the island and sets out to prepare for the imminent American attack. When the American invasion begins, the troops find strength, honor, courage, and horrors beyond imagination.

9. Triumph of the Will: A legendary propaganda/documentary of the Third Reich's 1934 Nuremberg Party Rally. Featuring a cast of thousands as well as, of course, Hitler, Himmler, Goebbels, Hess, Goering and other top party officials.


Dear Ms. Edwards,

_____ 
I DO give my child, ____________________, permission to watch the above films. I understand that these films are used to enhance the course and my child’s knowledge-base of the topics to be discussed.

_____
I DO NOT give my child, ____________________, permission to watch the above films. I would prefer that my child be sent to the library and/or computer lab for an alternative assignment.

Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature: ____________________________________________________

Date: _____/_____/_____

