On The Home Front WEB QUEST


Step 1:  Go to http://www.pbs.org/thewar/media_gallery.php
Review the media material from the town assigned to you.
(Media    WAR clips: Home front  Introduction to Luverne, MN…)

Step 2:  On the same website, go to  Media    WAR clips: Home front  
Scroll to the bottom and select    Cities across America exploded with…

View, and answer following question:
1. This clip was shown in movie houses throughout the United States during the early days of World War II. It is obviously structured to be a morale booster. Think about how the script is written. What do you think is the overall theme of the clip? Why do you think the towns featured were selected for this newsreel clip?  How do you think Americans in the early 1940s reacted to seeing scenes of hundreds of people heading off to work?







Step 3:  Scroll up and find During the war everything seemed to be rationed…

View, and answer the following questions:
1. Develop a list of some of the major items that civilians in the United States rationed, recycled or just went without during World War II.





2. How did rationing and recycling contribute to a sense of community? Do you think Americans today would ration to contribute to a war effort? Explain your answer.









[bookmark: _GoBack]Step 4: The Scrapbook

You are going to create a scrapbook for a fictional family living in America on the eve of World War II. The scrapbook will reflect the point of view of someone who stayed on the home front throughout the war. Imagine what life was like in 1940; how would an average Sunday then differ from how we spend our Sundays today?  Consider how suddenly daily life changed in 1941 after the bombing of Pearl Harbor.

The craze for keeping scrapbooks emerged in the last decades of the nineteenth century with the development of easy-to-take photos and the wealth of paper memorabilia such as advertisements, playbills, labels and so forth, that people could easily collect and paste into a book to document their personal past.  Scrapbooks can be kept as events unfold as well as after the events as a way to memorialize them.  We “scrapbook” our lives today using internet media such as Facebook, YouTube, Twitter, etc.

Begin the Prezi by creating a title page with the name of your town and your name.  As a resident of the town assigned, you will use the PBS website & internet to collect the following documents to create an online Prezi scrapbook: 

Document 1: Find on the Web some information about your “hometown” as it would have been in 1940 and a photograph of it they can paste into their Prezi scrapbook.  Include a caption about it.

Document 2: Create one piece of memorabilia for something you were doing on the first Sunday of December, 1941 taking into consideration the upcoming holiday season, the weather where your fictional family lives, and so forth (i.e. movie or show ticket, invitation to someone’s birthday, religious event).

Document 3: A news article about the attack at Pearl Harbor. This can be downloaded from the Web, or researched and written by the group.

Document 4: A photograph of a radio your family purchased recently, or an advertisement for one you want to buy.  Keep in mind this is the 1940’s!

Document 5: An image of President Roosevelt. Write a caption about how you feel about the president and his recent policies, and how you expect them to impact you and your family.

Document 6: A newsclipping about how your fictional hometown has changed since the war. This document can be written or researched for an actual newsclip from your hometown.

Mobile -focus on the growth of industry and racial tensions. 
Waterbury - focus on the growth of industry and new roles for women. 
Sacramento - focus on the growth of industry and the internment of the city’s Japanese Americans. 
Luverne - focus on the farming community,  its role in the war, and include an image of an article by Al McIntosh in the style of the Rock County Star-Herald.

Document 7: Download a map (like one you might have clipped from a newspaper) of the situation at the end of 1942 in the Pacific, North African, and European theaters of war. In your caption describe how you feel at this point in time about the hope for an allied victory.

Documents 8, 9 and 10: Using what you have learned about rationing and recycling, download images that show how different members of your family on the home front are contributing to the war effort (i.e. scrap collections, Civil Defense, victory gardens). Captions should reflect how the war is affecting each person in the family.

Document 11: Sugar and butter were sparingly rationed during the war. Find a recipe for a birthday cake that uses the least amounts of sugar and butter you can find. Copy the recipe for your scrapbook.

Document 12: Because gas was vital to the war effort, most civilians were allowed to use only three gallons of gas a week.  Figure out how many gallons of gas your real family currently uses a week and then formulate a means to live using only three gallons per week (e.g. car pooling, forgoing all unnecessary travel, etc).

Document 13: Include something in your scrapbook that reflects the progress of the war in 1943 in headlines, the text of an FDR Fireside Chat about the battlefront, an article or photographs from a popular magazine.
